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VALENTINE & TRG’s TITLE-HOPES DASHED IN UTAH 
FINISHES THIRD IN CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
 
TOOELE, Utah (September 15, 2007) – Team TRG fell short of a third consecutive GT-Class 
Championship when the Grand-Am Rolex Series presented by Crown Royal Special Reserve 
contested the Sunchaser 1000 at Miller Motorsports Park in Tooele, Utah on Saturday. 
 

 



 

On the strength of five GT-class victories in 2007,TRG was tied—dead even for the Team 
Championship and teammates RJ Valentine and Andy Lally entered the season finale a mere 
five points out of the lead for the Drivers Championship with sights firmly set on a 
championship ‘three-peat’ for the northern California-based team. 
 
Valentine and Lally teamed with TRG favorite Spencer Pumpelly for the 139-lap enduro on 
Miller’s demanding 4.5-mile, 24-turn road course.  Driving the TRG No. 66 CRG/ Maxter 
Porsche GT3, the trio was poised to claim a sixth series win and the resulting Driver and 
Team points’ titles. 
 
Valentine qualified well and drove a flawless first stint, taking advantage of an early full-
course caution to turn the controls of the No. 66 over to Lally.  In typical ‘pac-man’ form, 
Lally gobbled up the majority of the GT-class field and was on the heels of the top five 
leaders.  As the car entered the back section of the track, the normally bullet-proof Porsche 
misfired and immediately suffered a race-ending catastrophic engine failure.  Just that 
quickly, all hopes for a championship were dashed as the No. 66 would end up finishing the 
race in 23rd position. 
 
"Although unfortunate that we lost an engine, it has been a fantastic year with Andy, Kevin 
and the entire TRG operation,” states Valentine.  “Now we look forward to a new dawn & a 
new day.  Racing as far as I am concerned, is epitomized in ABC's Jim McKay ‘The Agony & 
the Ecstasy’ – we'll be back even stronger next year – I have no regrets.” 
 
"It didn't end on a great note, but it was still a good season," said a disappointed Lally.  
“This is the fourth straight year we came down to the final race for the GT-class 
championship.  I had no indication anything was wrong.  The engine ran great until three 
seconds before it exploded.  There was no alarm light, no nothing.  One second it was 
absolutely golden, then there was a misfire and then it just seized up, locked the rear wheels 
and that was it.” 
 
Holding the TRG flag high at Miller was the No. 64 JLowe Racing/SRS Porsche GT3 with 
drivers Jim Lowe, Jim Pace and John Potter. 
 
“The JLowe No. 64 car definitely wins our shining star award of the day,” said TRG team 
owner Kevin Buckler.  “They ran a wonderful race as all three drivers performed extremely 
well to bring home the No. 64 in a strong 12th-place and totally unscathed.” 
 
The No. 65 Maxwell Paper Products Porsche GT3 driven by teammates Ross Smith, Marco 
DiLeo and Bryan Sellers was having a strong outing as well, posting lap times equal to the 
leaders when their motor also blew-up unexpectedly to finish in 21st spot. 
 
“It was definitely a tough day for TRG,” said Buckler.  “Our entire team, drivers and crew 
alike, had really prepared well for this race with exceptional practice, training and new 
equipment – so it’s a tough pill to swallow to have engine failures in two of our four cars.  
But you have to take the good with the bad, that’s what racing’s all about.” 
 
The No. 67 Wolf-tec.com/WTI/wtiinc.com Porsche GT3 of Peter Ludwig, Quentin Wahl and 
John Mayes had a terrific race right to the end when they lost a transmission cooler and the 



 

car was forced to retire from the race about 20-minutes before the checkered flag fell.  They 
would be credited with a 17th-place finish. 
 
“These races are tough,” added Buckler.  “Tough on equipment and tough on the guys, so 
it’s not unexpected to have these mechanical issues.  But we’re very proud of our 
accomplishments this season and we leave here with our heads high and our shoulders 
back.  We’ll immediately start preparing for the 2008 season and another strong run for the 
driver and team championships.” 
 
“A big congratulations goes out to the Farnbacher-Loles team for taking the championship.  
They raced us hard and clean all year and they deserve it.” 
 
Sponsors of the #66 TRG CRG/Maxter Porsche GT3 include CRG Karts, ArrayWorks 
Software, Trust International, SSC East and MBA Group.  CRG is one of the world’s leading 
designers and manufacturers of kart chassis; exclusively imported in the Eastern U.S. by 
SSC East (www.ssceast.com).  ArrayWorks is a leading developer of business management 
software (www.arrayworks.com).  Trust is a leading independent manufacturer of affordable, 
technological peripheral products for PCs, notebooks, iPods, MP3 players and the PSP 
intended for the consumer market (www.trust.com).  The MBA Group is a holding company 
operating 18 businesses in a multitude of different industries including insurance, high 
technology, real estate, financial services, oil and gas, corporate investigative services, 
motor sports and corporate entertainment (www.mbagroup.com). 
 
#  #  # 
 
 
To learn more about Valentine and his businesses, visit: 
 
MBA Group ― http://www.mbagroup.com 
F1 Air, a Premier Class Jet Charter Service ― http://www.F1Air.com 
F1 Boston, America's premier karting and entertainment center ― http://www.f1boston.com  
F1 Outdoor ― http://www.f1outdoor.com
Kiss Barriers ― http://www.kissbarriers.com
Rimo Karts ― http://www.rimokarts.com
National Financial Partners ― http://www.nfp.com 
Racing Means Business ― http://www.racingmeansbusiness.com  
ShotSpotter RJ ― http://www.ShotSpotter.com
Enforsys ― http://www.Enforsys.com
Valentine’s personal website ― http://www.RJValentine.com
 
To learn more about TRG and the Porsche GTR3s, visit: 
http://www.theracersgroup.com
 
For the latest racing news, visit: 
http://www.grandamerican.com
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